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FOREWORD

The life of Indonesian people is currently being hit by various problems. Starting from the
problems of farmers living in rural areas to the problem experienced by the urban communties. In
Nagari Sungai Tanang society in West Sumatra, the difficulty experienced by the farmers is poverty,
this happens as a result of livelihood vulnerability to changes. Erwin discuss this issue in terms of
changes in family life in West Sumatra and strategies needed *o face that change. HIV/AIDS
epidemic issues attract Yanuar Farida Wismayanti attention. According to her, the epidemic is now
at “concentrated” {a concentrated epidemic) level. This means that HIV/AIDS spread concentrated
in “high risk” population groups among female sex workers. A more infensive prevention strategies
is needed, especially strategies fo foster awareness among sex workers on how fo avoid this deadly
disease.

Drug abuse and illicit dug trafficking has also becoming an issue that is very alarming and
continued to grow, this problem has also becoming a common problem among Indonesian people.
The adjudication of this issue required a strategy that involves the enfire nation in @ movement
intended to tackling drugs. Ivo Noviana assumes that there must be an awareness and active
participation of the entire community. It seems that the driving spirit of the motto “prevention is
better than cure” should advocate continuously.

In their developing stages, every children requires a life that can satisfy his/her needs, such as
their need for affection, attention, food or good nutrition, health, and sense of security. But
apparently, according to Anwar Sitepu and Irmayani, not all children get these things from their
environment. Many children are, in fact, actually get negative treatment from their environment,
even from their parents or families, such as rejection, humiliation, abandoned, this thing can cause
the child mental development to be disturbed.

In the case of rural societies, Muchtar tried to raise the issue of Papua’s poor community
empowerment strategy. The district development program idea inspired us to not only solved an
economic problem but also how to empowered people in their impoverished condition. So is the
problem when people cornered on the issue of termination of employment as the impact of
companies’ competition that can not be avoided. Government policies and regulations that effect
the economic life of the workers also should be able to contribute. This has become the concern of
Abu Hanifa and Suyanto.

The occurrences of natural disasters in a relatively short and repeated cycle every year, also
need fo get govemment attention. Various structural (structural approach) government efforts, was
not fully able to address the problem of flood in Indonesia. Ruida Murni states that prevention

e~or's should focus more on community parficipation tailored accordingly to the needs of society.
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